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Climbing Mountains
When Mark Silva drops by the office to
reflect on his experience with Bridges,
he's on winter break from law school at
UNM. Soon, Mark will return to
Albuquerque to complete his final
semester. Then he's off to begin a new
job clerking with a federal district court
judge in Las Cruces. He's not sure
where his law degree will take him, but
he knows he wants to give back to the
place that gave him his start. Mark is
committed to helping other Taos
students who, like himself, knew they
had the potential to succeed at college
—but had no idea where to start.

Going to college is an uphill climb for
anyone, and the challenges extend
beyond the obvious ones of filling out
applications and applying for
scholarships. The emotional aspects of
leaving home for an unknown
experience—especially if your parents
took a different route—can be
profound.
"I was scared!" Mark says. But he took
the step, and began working with Sue
Goldberg at Bridges. He reflects: "I
don't know if I'd have a lot of the things
that I like about what I do, or the

things I've experienced, without Sue's
help. Having someone who knows the
admissions process but can also look
at an individual and help them see,
these are your goals, we can be
realistic in this way. We can still dream
—but let me help you with the
knowledge and experience that I have."
"What Sue did was, she was very kind,
and caring, and thoughtful," Mark
continues, "but also like, if we don't do
these things, then things aren't going
to happen. And that was great. I was
able to grow through that."
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MARK SAYS:

"It's about being able to
connect with someone on a
human level, to build that trust.
... Bridges taught me the power
of mentorship, and what it can
mean to get guidance from
someone who's experienced
life.
With deep roots in the community, Bridges helps students
navigate not just the procedural challenges of applying to college,
but the emotional aspects of the experience as well.

making
tough
decisions
"I love this place," Mark affirms. "I think in many
ways it nurtured things I really like about who I am,
and what I value." When it came to choosing a
college, though—when he was eager to explore the
options that might be open for him elsewhere—his
parents hesitated at the thought of him leaving the
state right out of high school.
Mark wasn't the first student to come to Bridges
with college dreams that didn't completely align
with his family's ideas. Sue's colleague Joleen
Montoya, Co-Director of Bridges Project for
Education, had experienced much the same thing
herself when, as a senior at Taos High School, her
parents had concerns about her desire to go to
school out of state.
When Mark's offer letter arrived from Occidental
College in California, the family was faced with a
hard choice. Sensitive to the delicate dynamics
involved, Sue and Joleen sat down with Mark and
his parents to talk it over. Bridges came to the
table with no agenda, no wish to sway the outcome
—just an honest desire to listen, and to help this
family arrive at a decision they could all feel good
about.
"I don't think my parents would have ever imagined
having this conversation with two people they
don't really know about this issue that is so, so
intimate and important to them," Mark recalls. "I
think it allowed us to have more honesty." And the
outcome? "When I went out [to Occidental], it
allowed my parents to experience things, too, and
WE grew. "

MILESTONES

MARK'S JOURNEY FROM HIGH SCHOOL
TO HELPING OTHERS

Being a first generation to college student
at Occidental wasn't easy—on any level. But,
Mark says, it helped him to keep in mind that
his parents "worked really hard. They did it to
provide for us. I'm doing this thing that is so
much a luxury, just being able to think, to
write, to get drunk and make bad
decisions..." He laughs. "There were
definitely moments, but I started really to
see the power of humor. Life can be hard and
stuff, but I had to remember that I was
incredibly privileged [to be there]."

Coming home

After finishing at Occidental, Mark made the decision to attend law
school. "I spent four years focusing on myself, doing a lot of good by
myself, but then I thought about all the people who have helped me
do that," Mark says. "When I thought about everyone who's been so
helpful, and caring and loving, well... I came from New Mexico," and
selecting the University of New Mexico School of Law seemed a
natural fit.

The Silva brothers in a
lighthearted moment

His law degree in hand, Mark seeks to open
the privilege to others who, like himself,
might not know how to reach for it. "For
many people, if you don't have access to
that information, it can really change the
possibilities. So I wanted to see if I could
help people in New Mexico figure out how to
get into law school, if they want to."

"There were people who saw something
[in me] and worked with me, and now I
have this degree, this thing I'm really
proud of.... So I thought, well, I'm going
to come back and see if I can help."

"What Bridges taught me is, it's so important
to get information to people, and to teach
people that there's a way to make that
happen. But it's also about creating
relationships. So I'll review personal
statements, and try to help people and
encourage people, and get them to the
school," Mark says. "For other talented
people, who may not feel like they can do it,
but want it, I'd like to maybe help them."
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