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Completing college applications and writing essays
Learning Curve
By Mackenzi Frederick

A

pplying to college
can be complex
and even daunting,
which is why 20 years
ago Rebeca Romero Rainey
helped co-found Bridges with
Pamela Shepherd. Rebeca sees
Bridges’ work as relevant as
ever, noting that “the process
has gotten even more complicated and more expensive.”
Given the unique circumstances, goals and needs that every
student and their families
have, Bridges tailors each college counseling session to the
individual. Read more about
Rebeca in our November
Spotlight (bridgesproject.org).
October’s Learning Curve
explored different kinds of
colleges, including factors that
a prospective student needs
to weigh when identifying
the best fit. The November
Learning Curve will investigate
various aspects of the college
application, from the basics
found in every college application to writing a personal essay
for a more selective college or
even a scholarship application.
Most two-year colleges
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have open admissions (anyone
with a high school diploma
or HSE/GED can enroll) and
applying there is straightforward. You can obtain a paper
application form in the college’s class schedule booklet,
or apply online. Required
information includes personal
and parent or guardian details,
high school or HSE/GED
graduation, previous college
attendance, degree sought and
residence status for in-state
tuition purposes. Applicants
need to send an official copy
of their high school or HSE/
GED transcripts and/ or their
most recent college transcripts

to the college. Most new or
transfer students will pay an
application fee.
Some four-year colleges
offer open admissions. Most
have admission requirements,
which means high school
coursework, grade point average, standardized test scores,
recommendations from counselors and teachers, and even
high school activities, can be
considered for admittance. If
a college requires any of these,
it’s important to ensure that
you provide all the materials
to the best of your ability.
Transcripts, SAT/ ACT scores
and recommendations must
be submitted accurately and
on time.
If you’re applying for scholarships or to a more selective
college, you will probably
be asked to write an essay. A
required essay gives you the
opportunity to reflect on and
express who you are, beyond
test scores and grades. Your
essay should reflect your experiences and what matters to
you, and be written in such
a way that the reader clearly
hears your voice.
How to get started writing
a personal essay? Simple ways
include brainstorming, creat-

ing an outline or free writing.
Set a timer and write your
biography, make a list of what
you love, or note key moments
in your life that have made you
who you are.
A first draft will probably
surpass the word limit and
read rough, which is why revising and editing are essential
to writing an essay that has an
obvious introduction and thesis, supporting details and a
conclusion. Give yourself plenty of time to write and polish
your essay.
Vary language, sentence
length and structure, so the
essay engages the reader. Ask
others for feedback. Read
your work out loud to ensure
the narrative makes sense
and flows well. Avoid spelling and grammar mistakes.
Don’t assume that the reader
knows what you mean when
you use acronyms or refer to a
school-specific club.
Bridges’ college counselors
are available to help you. Visit
our website (bridgesproject.
org) or call (575) 758-5074
to set up an appointment in
advance of your application or
scholarship deadlines.
Mackenzi Frederick is Bridges development coordinator.
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Much work to be done to prepare for census

N

ew Mexico has
always had some of
the hardest-to-count
census communities,
and with the 2020 census just
around the corner, it’s not too
early for local governments to
get involved and make sure
every household is counted.
That’s the message of Robert Rhatigan and other experts
at The University of New
Mexico Center for Geospatial
Population Studies, the state’s
data partner for the U.S. Census Bureau.
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Mexico had the second lowest
response rate in the United

Business Matters
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count in 2020 — participate
in a program called LUCA,
or Local Update of Census
Address, from today through
the middle of 2018. This program will help the Census

thereafter.
And there have been
additional expansion plans
announced by satellite imaging company Descartes Labs,
which is moving into a permanent Santa Fe headquarters
and will add 50 new jobs in
the coming year, and another
from UbiQD, a micromaterials
company that is concentrating
on refining the technology for
solar windows.
All three of these firms are
receiving economic incentive
grants from state and local
governments for buildings and
infrastructure, an expensive
investment for any company,

fast-growing businesses.
That’s exactly what Economic Development Department Secretary Matt Geisel
said Monday at an announcement with Gov. Susana
Martínez and Santa Fe Mayor
Javier Gonzales. He touted the
work at Descartes and UbiQd,
both of which had their origins at Los Alamos National
Laboratory.
“It’s incredible to see how
our powerful business incentives are working in concert
with our national labs to
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create high-tech
jobs in our
state,” Geisel said. “We’re
going to continue fighting for
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